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US 40 Access Control Plan Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
1. What is an Access Point? A street or driveway intersection with US 40 is called an access point.

2. Does the City approve access points on US 40?  No. US 40 is a State Highway and access points are governed by the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT). Access points are permitted following the State Highway Access Code available on CDOT’s website at : http://www.dot.state.co.us/AccessPermits/PDF/601_1_AccessCode_March2002_.pdf
3. What is the Access Control Plan? The Access Control Plan identifies where access points will be allowed and what type of turning movements can be made at each access. The Access Control Plan for US 40 is actually two parts a) the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) and b) the US 40 Access Study:
a. The IGA is a legal agreement between the City of Steamboat Springs, Routt County, and the Colorado Department of Transportation that identifies what type of access movement will be permitted at what locations on US 40  in the CDOT Right-of-Way between Mile post 126.83 (near  the Duckles Gravel Pit/ Hardscrabble Park access)and Mile Post 131.9 ( the 13th Street intersection).  
b. The US 40 Access Study is a planning document that describes the study process, corridor analysis, and recommendations for access improvements. In addition to identifying the type and location of access on US 40 in Figure 6; this study also identifies some conceptual road connections to be provided in the areas around US 40, but outside of the CDOT Right-of-Way.
4. If my access is on the Access Control Plan, do I still need to get an Access Permit? Yes. The plan identifies the agreed upon location and type of access, but does not serve as the Access Permit nor does it guarantee access or a specific configuration.  The Access Control Plan provided the planning for the access, the access permit provides the engineering and design details for an individual access.  To obtain an Access Permit it is likely that a traffic study and other documentation will be required to justify the access permit application. Prior to any modifications of an access, contact CDOT at 970-683-6271 to confirm Access Permit requirements.  
5. What are the different types of access movements shown on the plan?  The different types of access movements allowed in the access control plan are:
a. Signalized Full movement - A vehicle at the access, typically an intersection, can turn left or right, both in and out.  The intersection may be eligible for a traffic signal or roundabout if warrants and access control requirements are met.  It is not automatic that a signal will be installed in these locations; approval of a signal is based on meeting the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control signal warrants and approval by CDOT.
b. Unsignalized or Conditional Full Movement – A vehicle at the access can turn left or right both in and out, but in the future a signal is not planned.  In the future if volumes reach levels where a signal may be required or there is safety or operational issues, some turning movements may be prohibited.  
c. ¾ movement – left out; A vehicle at the access can turn right into the access, and can only make a right or left turn out of the access (left turns in are prohibited).
d. ¾ movement – left in; A vehicle at the access can turn left or right into the access, and can only make a right turn out of the access (left out is prohibited). 
e. Right in/right out. A vehicle can only turn right in and right out at the access. Left turns are prohibited. 
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6. How are the movements prohibited?  Turning movements will typically be restricted by a raised median in the center of the US 40 or by curb controls at the site access. Signs (such as No Right Turn) can also to be used to limit certain turning movements. 
7. Why did the City develop an Access Control Plan?  The Steamboat Springs Area Community Plan, Chapter 6, Policy T-1.5 states that, “to preserve the character and capacity of US 40 throughout the community, an overall access control plan should be developed for the highway”.
8. I own a property along the corridor; will my access point be closed or changed by the City, County, or CDOT? There is currently no funding to implement any access control improvements along the corridor, and there is no active plan by the City, County, or CDOT to modify any access point. If your property were to significantly re-develop, an Access Permit would be required which could require modifications to the access as a part of the development.
9. When will my access change? Access to a property along the corridor could change if:

a. The City, County, or CDOT obtained funding for a corridor improvement project to implement the access plan (see FAQ 8 – no funding currently identified). A government funded project could be at a specific location, a section of the corridor, or the entire corridor. 
b. A property redevelops or changes uses and upgrades to meet the current access code are required per the State Highway Access Code; in that case the developer would be required to fund the access changes on the site and any corresponding changes on Highway 40. 
10. Can the Access Control Plan be changed?  Yes, Section 9 of the IGA allows the agencies (CDOT, City, and Routt County) to jointly modify the access control plan if changes are consistent with the Access Plan and State Highway Access Code.  The process per the IGA is:
a.  Any request for amendment of the Access Control Plan must be submitted to CDOT, City, or Routt County and shall include:

i. Description of changes requested

ii. Justification for changes

iii. Traffic impact study or analysis ( if required to support the request)

b. CDOT shall review the submittal for completeness and for consistency with the access objectives, principles, and strategies described in the access study and the State Highway Access Code. 

c. Once CDOT, the County, and the City approve the request for amendment, the amendment and all accompanying documentation shall be submitted to the Transportation Commission for final review and approval, as needed.
11. What do those yellow lines and blue arrows on the maps in the Access Study mean and when will any connections be constructed?   The yellow lines identify local connections between parcels along the corridor. These could be public streets or internal commercial access drives.  The blue arrows show places where vehicle connections should be provided between sites. These can be just internal connections between parking lots and are not as formal as the yellow line connections.   The yellow lines and blue arrows don’t necessarily have to occur in the locations shown, but need to provide the same general level of connectivity between the surrounding properties.  Many of these were identified to provide access from properties with restricted access to full movement intersections.  The exact locations of any of any yellow line or blue arrow connections will be determined during the planning approval process.
12. How can I obtain a copy of the West Steamboat Springs US Highway Access Study?
The City has several hard copies of the report available at a cost of $20; or you can find the study on-line via the City’s web-site; 
http://Steamboatsprings.net/sites/default/files/2010/05/13/FullReport052708.PDF
