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The City of Steamboat Springs wishes to thank the entire community for 
the effort put forth in helping to control the whitetop noxious weed        
infestation by spraying the weeds on your property and helping to spread 
the word throughout the community.  The City of Steamboat Springs 
sprayed the whitetop on all the City right of ways this year and will      
continue the effort as long as there is a need.  Together we CAN make a 
difference.  Again, thank you.   
For further information on noxious weeds, please contact Barb Wheeler, 
Code Enforcement, (970) 871-8274. 

The City of Steamboat Springs greatly appreciates all of our citizens as 
well as the development community for returning your yellow posting 
signs.  These signs are very costly and you help to keep fees down by 
returning them once your approval or public hearing date has passed. 
The Department of Planning & Community Development thanks you all 
for your help and community service. 

Gr ea t l y Appr ecia t ed
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Mountain Base Area Zoning Changes

  

Steamboat Springs, Colorado -  
In an effort to promote redevelopment at the base area and make the development process more predictable, 
the City of Steamboat Springs City Council approved a number of changes to the Zoning Map and the Com-
munity Development Code (CDC).  Amongst those efforts is requiring new  development in the base area zone 
districts (RR-1, RR-2, G-1, G-2) to be third-party certified with a green building program.   

Prior to the changes, development requesting variances in the base area was subject to the Base Area PUD 
(Planned Unit Development) process.  The Base Area PUD is a process of negotiation between requested   
variances for public benefit.  Height variances are a common request in the base area, for which Planning Staff 
would negotiate for public benefit such as sustainable design and affordable housing.  This process has created 
widespread frustration by drawing out the development review and removing predictability.  

The City of Steamboat Springs has eliminated completely the Base Area PUD and established firm              
dimensional standards, which reflect typical development requests and establish non-negotiable public benefit.  
The changes to the CDC include increasing the height in the RR-2, G-1, and G-2 zone districts and in turn   
requiring an additional contribution to the Urban Renewal Authority (URA) and certification with a green 
building program such as US Green Building Council’s LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental    
Design).  

In addition to the changes above, the City of Steamboat Springs rezoned 10 parcels in the base area to reflect 
the desired direction for redevelopment.  The majority of the parcels to be rezoned are in the vicinity of Ski 
Time Square, a parcel on Après Ski Way, and a parcel along the URA’s proposed promenade.  The rezoning of 
these parcels is to encourage denser resort-level development in areas recognized to compliment a first class 
ski area.    

For more information contact Seth Lorson, City Planner at: slorson@steamboatsprings.net  or 970-871-8280      
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The City of Steamboat Springs has eliminated completely the Base Area PUD and established firm              

        

City Helps Reduce Flood Insurance Rates for Residents

  

The City of Steamboat Springs Department of Planning and Community Development has recently taken steps 
to reduce the cost of flood insurance for its residents.  The City has gone from a community rating of a Class 9 
to a Class 8 resulting in an additional 5% savings on all flood insurance policies for a total savings of 10%.  
This results in a total savings to our property owners of $23,760 per year. 
The Community Rating System (CRS) is a part of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). The CRS 
reduces flood insurance premiums to reflect what a community does above and beyond the NFIP's minimum 
standards for floodplain regulations. The objective of the CRS is to reward communities for what they are   
doing, as well as to provide an incentive for new flood protection activities. The reduction in flood insurance 
premium rates is provided according to a community's CRS classification. 
As a result, flood insurance premium rates are discounted to reflect the reduced flood risk resulting from the 
community actions meeting the three goals of the CRS: 
1. Reduce flood losses; 
2. Facilitate accurate insurance rating; and 
Promote the awareness of flood insurance. 
“With affordability being a community concern, and given the current economic situation, we are excited to 
announce that we have been able to help property owners get the best possible flood insurance rates.  To be 
able to provide savings to our community at such a time is an achievement we can all be proud of”, said    
Senior Planner, Bob Keenan the City’s Floodplain Manager.    

The goal of the CRS is to encourage, by the use of flood insurance premium adjustments, community and state 
activities beyond those required by the NFIP to:  

• Reduce flood losses, i.e., 
• protect public health and safety, 
• reduce damage to buildings and contents, 
• prevent increases in flood damage from new construction, 
• reduce the risk of erosion damage, and 
• protect natural and beneficial floodplain functions. 
• Facilitate accurate insurance rating, and 
• Promote the awareness of flood insurance.  

For more information on this discount property owners should contact their flood insurance provider. 
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