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I. IDENTIFICATION
1.

Resource number: 5RT.3680

2.

Temporary resource number:

3.

County: Routt

4.

City: Steamboat Springs

5.

Historic building name: Unknown

6.

Current building name: Mijares Residence

7.

Building address: 2522 Riverside Drive, Steamboat Springs, CO 80487

8.

Owner name and address: Jesus Efren Najera Mijares, 2522 Riverside Drive, Steamboat Springs, CO
80487

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9.

6th P.M.

10.

UTM reference: Zone 13, 342042mE, 4485199mN

11.

USGS quad name: Rocky Peak, CO
Year: 1962

Township 6N

Range 85W

Map scale: 7.5' X
Block: N/A

NE ¼ of NW ¼ of SE ¼ of SE ¼ of Section 1

15'

Attach photo copy of appropriate map section.

12.

Lot(s): 33

Addition: Riverside Subdivision

Year of Addition:

13.

Boundary Description and Justification: The resource boundary encompasses the entirety of legal
parcel 150400033, which includes the building and all features associated with the property.

III. Architectural Description
14.

Building plan (footprint, shape): Rectangular

15.

Dimensions in feet: Length:

16.

Number of stories: 1

17.

Primary external wall material(s): Wood – Board and Batten

18.

Roof configuration: Side Gable

19.

Primary external roof material: Asphalt composition shingle

20.

Special features: N/A

Width:
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21.

General architectural description: The resource is on the west side of Riverside Drive and is the
second lot south of US Highway 40/Lincoln Avenue. The rectangular building sits perpendicular to
the road. The one-story residence has a side gabled roof with a front gable over the north elevation
entrance. The wood frame building is clad in weatherboard panels with vertical battens. The roof is
clad in asphalt composition shingle. The residence has entrances on the north and south elevations,
but the south elevation appears to be the primary. The south elevation contains a shed roof
extension on the west half of the elevation, which shelters the entry door and a deck. The deck has
wooden posts and railing with a poured concrete floor. A narrow concrete slab patio is located along
the other half of the elevation. The residence’s south elevation contains a solid wood panel entry
door and four vinyl windows. The two windows close to the door are vertical slider units, while the
two on opposite ends of the elevation are larger horizontal slider units. The west elevation, which
faces the rear of the property, is not visible from the right-of-way or available photographs. The east
elevation, which faces Riverside Drive, lacks fenestration, but there is a short concrete driveway
leading up to this elevation. The north elevation contains a solid wood panel entry door and three
vinyl horizontal slider windows, one to the right of the door and two to the left. The flush decorative
front gable is located over the entry door but does not project forward from the building wall.

22.

Architectural style/building type: Ranch

23.

Landscaping or special setting features: The property is accessed from Riverside Drive by a concrete
driveway that leads up to the east elevation. The area immediately around the west elevation of the
residence is enclosed in a wood slat privacy fence. The entire lot is landscaped in grass and features
multiple deciduous trees.

24.

Associated buildings, features, or objects: Within the privacy fence enclosure is a small prefabricated
shed with walls constructed of weatherboard and a gable roof clad in asphalt composition shingle.
There is a door on one end of the shed that has a decorative panel door with a large glass insert with
tracery. The door appears to be an old residential front door repurposed for a new use. Outside of the
fenced area just to the northwest is another small prefabricated shed, also constructed of
weatherboard with asphalt composition shingles on its gable roof. This shed also has an old
residential front door placed on one end, which is paneled and has a fan light insert.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
25.

Date of Construction: Estimate:

Actual: 1971

Source of information: Routt County Assessor
26.

Architect: Unknown
Source of information:

27.

Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of information:

Resource Number: 5RT.3680
28.

Original owner: Unknown
Source of information:

29.

Construction history (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
According to the Routt County Assessor, the residence was built in 1971 with an effective year built
of 1988. It appears that at least some of the windows have been replaced with vinyl units. It is unclear
when the shed roof extension and wood deck were added; these do not appear on one of the
available Assessor photographs but do appear on Realtor.com photos from when the house was
listed for sale in 2016. Aerial imagery indicates the deck and roof extension may have been
constructed sometime between 2011 and 2013. The earlier Assessor photo shows that the south
elevation originally had a full-length narrow concrete patio which had a wood railing along at least
part of the patio. The property includes two small, prefabricated sheds. The Assessor does not
indicate when these were added to the property, but aerial imagery indicates they may have been
present by 1999 and certainly by 2005.

30.

Original location

X

Moved

Date of move(s):

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
31.

Original use(s): Domestic – Single Dwelling

32.

Intermediate use(s):

33.

Current use(s): Domestic – Single Dwelling

34.

Site type(s): Residential

35.

Historical background:
The area around Steamboat Springs was historically home to the Ute people, long-time occupants
of North Park and Middle Park in what are now Grand and Routt Counties. They hunted big game
including elk, mule deer, and buffalo in the Yampa and Elk Valleys. The Ute were hunter-gatherers,
spending the summers hunting game in the mountains and descending to the river valleys for the
winter. The Ute were familiar with the area’s mineral springs, which they visited for health and
revitalization.
Early white travelers through Routt County included John C. Fremont and Kit Carson in 1843-1845,
who surveyed the area for a possible railroad route. In 1862, Joseph Hahn and two companions
explored the area in search of gold, finding it at the base of what was later named Hahn’s Peak. More
gold exploration occurred in the area in the mid-1870s, following Ferdinand Vandeveer Hayden’s
survey through the area in 1873, where he noted the presence of gold and coal deposits.
As more whites entered traditional Ute homelands, tensions escalated. The Treaty of 1868
transferred all Ute land east of the Continental Divide, including the Yampa River Valley, to the
federal government, with the Utes given a reservation in the western third of Colorado. The Yampa
Utes were moved to the White River Agency near Meeker. In 1878, Nathan Meeker was appointed the
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director of the White River Ute Agency. Meeker tried to force Ute assimilation through adoption of
Anglo practices and values, including Western education and agricultural production. Tensions
between the Ute and Meeker’s men escalated into the Meeker Massacre of 1879, in which the Ute
killed Meeker and his ten employees. The federal government reacted swiftly, forcibly removing the
Ute from western Colorado to reservations in eastern Utah in 1881-1882.
With the removal of the Ute, the area around Steamboat Springs was opened to white settlement,
and farmers and ranchers quickly flocked to the area. The fertile Yampa River Valley was soon home
to large herds of cattle. James H. Crawford, a homesteader from Missouri, traveled through the area
on a hunting trip in 1874, and returned the following year to homestead near what became
Steamboat Springs. The town was so named because one of the nearby mineral springs spouted
water several feet into the air and made a chugging noise that reminded people of the paddles on
river steamboats. By 1880, about a dozen other families had joined the Crawfords along the Yampa
River. In either 1884 or 1885, Crawford and a group of investors from Boulder, including Andrew J.
Macky, J. P. Maxwell, Lewis Cheney, A. E. Lea, and C. M. Tyler, raised $160,000 and formed the
Steamboat Springs Town Company, which platted the town. The town was incorporated in 1900,
with James Crawford as the first mayor. F. M. Light & Sons, a clothier, opened a shop downtown in
1905 which has operated continually ever since, making it one of the town’s oldest and most iconic
businesses. The Denver, Salt Lake and Pacific Railroad reached Steamboat Springs in December
1908. The railroad built a major stockyard in the town in 1909. The railroad’s arrival enabled area
residents to ship coal, cattle, and farm goods across the state and nation. Thanks to the railroad,
Steamboat Springs became the seat of Routt County in 1912, a position it still holds.
The cattle and agricultural economy in Routt County also resulted in rodeo having a major place in
the area’s culture. Rodeo in Steamboat Springs goes back to the earliest settlers, and rodeo events
have been held on the same grounds for over one hundred years. Various horse and steer
competitions took place during designated rodeo events but were also added to other annual events,
such as 4th of July celebrations, the Strawberry Festival, and Game and Fish Day. The first 4th of July
celebration was organized in 1876 by James Crawford, complete with a parade, picnic, fireworks, and
rodeo. Cowboy Roundup Days, a popular annual rodeo event, began in 1927 and has endured ever
since as a traditional part of the town’s 4th of July events.
Another major driver of Routt County’s economic development has been the coal industry. After
the turn of the century, Routt County became a major producer of coal. Coal mines flourished at Oak
Creek, Milner, and Hayden, as well as at many other now long-gone communities along what is now
US Highway 40. By the 1960s, coal mining shifted from underground operations to large surface strip
mines. Some are still in operation.
The natural beauty of the Steamboat Springs area and its many mineral springs attracted tourists
almost immediately. James Crawford built Heart Spring in 1887, which initially supplied the water for
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a pool and bathhouse. A new bathhouse was built in 1909, containing private pools, showers, tub
baths, and other amenities. H. W. Gossard, a Chicago millionaire, began investing in property in the
Steamboat Springs area, and in the late 1920s and early 1930s, he purchased property still owned by
the Steamboat Springs Town Company. This land included Heart Spring, the outdoor swimming
pool, and the bathhouse, as well as other mineral springs on the west end of town. Gossard
renovated the entire bathhouse and pool complex, replacing the original concrete work with
cobblestone masonry and improving paths and platforms. Gossard actively publicized the springs for
their health, therapeutic, and natural benefits. However, Gossard lost much of his financial reserves
in the Great Depression, and the land was ultimately acquired by the city of Steamboat Springs. The
city split off the mineral springs and bathhouses to be managed separately by a non-profit entity, but
held onto direct management of Howelsen Hill Rodeo Grounds, Howelsen Hill Ski Area, and the
surrounding recreational facilities, which the town owns and operates to this day.
Steamboat Springs is perhaps best known for skiing. The Norwegian Carl Howelsen, a stone
mason by trade who was also an accomplished skier, immigrated to the United States in 1904. In the
winter of 1913, he helped stage a ski jumping tournament and winter sports carnival in Hot Sulphur
Springs, southeast of Steamboat Springs, the first such event ever to be held in the western U.S. He
came to Steamboat Springs in 1914 and organized the town’s first Winter Carnival of competitive ski
events. The Carnival continues to be one of the town’s most popular annual traditions, held the
second weekend of each February and featuring slalom, downhill, cross country, and jumping
events, as well as skijoring on Lincoln Avenue. In 1915, Howelsen built a ski jump on the hill south of
town that now bears his name. Ski facilities at Howelsen Hill quickly expanded, and by the early
1940s, the town began calling itself “Ski Town USA.” A lift was added at Howelsen Hill in 1947 and
was at the time the longest in the U.S. Starting in 1960, Howelsen Hill became the training ground for
U.S. Olympic Team ski jumpers. Howelsen Hill got a $1.1 million renovation in the mid-1970s, with
jumps upgraded to Olympic standards in time to host the North American Ski Jumping and Nordic
Combined Championships in 1978. Storm Mountain Ski Corporation was formed in 1957, launching
the development of Storm Mountain (now Mount Werner) as a major public ski area. Steamboat
Resort, which operates the ski area at Mount Werner, is visited by 1 million skiers annually.
The residence at 2522 Riverside Drive was built in 1971 as a small Ranch form home oriented
perpendicular to the street. It is unclear who the original owner was. Sales records with the Routt
County Clerk and Recorder indicate that it was sold in 1994 by Riverside Development Company to
William D. and Veronica H. Wallace. In 1998, the Wallaces sold the property to Jesus Efren Najera
Mijares and Susana C. Mijaries. In 2016, the property was put in the name of Jesus Efren Najera
Mijares alone, who remains the owner. Nothing more is known about the property.
36.

Sources of information:
Burroughs, John Rolfe. Steamboat in the Rockies. Fort Collins, CO: The Old Army Press, 1974.
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Ellis, David H., and Catherine H. Ellis. Steamboat Springs. Images of America Series. Charleston, SC:
Arcadia Publishing, 2009.
NETR Online. Historic Aerials. www.historicaerials.com/viewer. Accessed October 8, 2021.
Realtor.com. Listing for 2522 Riverside Drive, Steamboat Springs, CO 80487.
www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/2522-Riverside-Dr_SteamboatSprings_CO_80487_M18503-12819#photo13. Accessed October 8, 2021.
“Routt County.” Colorado Encyclopedia. https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/routt-county. Accessed
October 8, 2021.
Routt County Assessor. Property Record, parcel 150400033, 2522 Riverside Drive, Steamboat Springs.
https://agner.co.routt.co.us/assessor/taxweb/account.jsp?accountNum=R0481514&doc=. Accessed
October 8, 2021.
Stanko, Jim. The Historical Guide to Routt County. Steamboat Springs, CO: Routt County Board of
County Commissioners, 1979.
VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37.

Local landmark designation: Yes

No

X

Date of designation:

Designating authority:
38.

Applicable National Register Criteria:
A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our
history;
B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
represents
the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory.
Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G (see Manual)
X

Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria

39.

Area(s) of significance: N/A

40.

Period of significance: N/A

41.

Level of significance: National

42.

Statement of significance: This resource is not significant under any National Register criteria. Little

State

Local

is known about the residence. It has no known association to events or trends important to the
history of Steamboat Springs, such as the cattle, coal, or ski industries. Consequently, it is not
significant under Criterion A. The house has no known connections to individuals important to the
history and development of the area, and so is not significant under Criterion B. The residence is a
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simple ranch type, which is extremely common in both urban and rural settings across Colorado.
This example does not display any noteworthy design or construction method, and lacks elements
such as a large picture window, integrated planters, chimney, variegated cladding materials, and
other details that should be present on a Ranch type home in order to qualify it as individually
significant. Consequently, the resource is not significant under Criterion C. It is unlikely that the
building could yield any information important to history or prehistory, so it is not significant under
Criterion D.
43.

Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: For resources that are not significant,
integrity is not assessed.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT
44.

National Register eligibility field assessment:
Eligible

45.

Not Eligible

X

Need Data

Is there National Register district potential? Yes

No X

Discuss: It was outside the scope of this undertaking to evaluate district potential in this area;
however, there appears to be a lack of cohesion in building type and era of construction along the US
Highway 40/Lincoln Avenue corridor at the west end of Steamboat Springs. The area includes a mix
of industrial, commercial, and residential buildings of various ages. With a lack a cohesive history
and period of development, it is unlikely that the area would qualify as a potential historic district.

46.

If there is National Register district potential, is this building: Contributing

Noncontributing

If the building is in existing National Register district, is it:

Noncontributing

Contributing

VIII. RECORDING INFORMATION
47.

Photograph numbers: N/A
Negatives filed at: Routt County Assessor; Realtor.com MLS

48.

Report title: Section 106 Consultation, CDOT project C 0402-101, US Highway 40 & Downhill Drive
Signal

49.

Date(s): October 8, 2021

50.

Recorder(s): Hannah Braun, Staff Historian

51.

Organization: Colorado Department of Transportation

52.

Address: 2829 W. Howard Place, Denver, CO 80204

53.

Phone number(s): 303-757-9936, hannah.braun@state.co.us

NOTE: Please include a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating resource location, and
photographs.
History Colorado - Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, CO 80203 (303) 866-3395
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5RT3680 Photographs
View west at the
east and north
elevations of the
residence.
Source: Routt
County Assessor,
February 2020

View northwest
at the south
(primary) and
east elevations
of the
residence. This
photograph was
taken prior to
construction of
the shed roof
extension and
deck.
Source: Routt
County
Assessor, no
date

5RT3680 Photographs

View northwest at the south (primary) elevation of the residence. This photograph was taken after
construction of the shed roof extension and deck. Source: Realtor.com MLS, c.2016

View northeast
at the south
(primary)
elevation of the
residence.
Source:
Realtor.com
MLS, c.2016

5RT3680 Photographs
View southwest
at the shed in
the fenced
backyard behind
the residence.
Source:
Realtor.com
MLS, c.2016

View west at the
shed located
northwest of
the residence.
Source:
Realtor.com
MLS, c.2016

