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I.
CONSULTANT ANALYSIS SUMMARY
The application for designation on the Steamboat Springs Register of Historic Places has been
submitted for the Light/Nolte House located at 351 8th Street. According to the Community
Development Code Chapter 26, Article 1, Section 112.B there are three eligibility criteria listed for
consideration to the Steamboat Springs Register of Historic Places. At least one of these criterion
needs to be met to be considered eligible.
112.B Eligibility Criteria
1. Historic Resource Designation - A building, site, structure, or object may be eligible for
designation as an Historic Resource on the Local Register if it meets at least one criterion
in one or more of the following categories:
a. Historic Importance
The building, site, structure, or object:
i. Has character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or
cultural characteristics of the City, state, or nation; or
ii. Is the site of an historic event with an effect upon society; or
iii. Is identified with a person or group of persons who had some influence
on society; or
iv. Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, or historic heritage
of the community.
_______________________________________________________________________________
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b. Architectural Importance
The building, site, structure, or object:
i. Portrays the environment of a group of people in an era of history
characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or
ii. Embodies those distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type
specimen; or
iii. Is the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work has
influenced the development of the City or contains elements of architectural
design, detail, materials, and craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation.
c. Geographic Importance
The building, site, structure, or object:
i. Because of being part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive
area, should be developed or preserved according to a plan based on an
historic, cultural, or architectural motif; or
ii. Due to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents
an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community,
or City.

II.

BACKGROUND

1. If HPC is reviewing this agenda item,
then the property’s eligibility was
determined during the previous agenda
item.
2. An application for the inclusion on the
Steamboat Springs Register of Historic
Places as a Historic Resource has been
submitted for the property located at
351 8th Street (see attachment 1). The
Light/Nolte House is located at the corner of 8th and Aspen Streets, Lots 1 and 2, Block 6,
First Addition of Steamboat Springs.
Built in 1940, the modified Tudor Revival style was built by F.M. Light’s son Emerson Day
Light and his wife Ruth Light. It has been suggested that the masonry work was done by Joel
Anderson in partnership with Art Gumprecht. Anderson’s son-in-law W.L. (Lloyd) Pierce
may have also assisted with the masonry work and interior finish work.
The property features steep pitched front facing gable roofs, stone masonry with convex
mortar joints. Other elements worth noting are the stucco and painted trim decorative halftimbers in the roof eaves, and a decorative chimney.
The Aspen Street side has a carport with a covered porch and secondar bay window entrance.
_______________________________________________________________________________
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It appears the carport and gable roof above were added at a later date, possibly around 196566 when the basement was finished according the Routt County Assesor.

III. PRINCIPAL DISCUSSION ITEMS
Principal discussion items include:
1. Community Development Code Criterion, as mentioned above in Section I.
o Consider the historical, architectural and geographic significance and integrity of
the existing structure. Only one criterion need apply.
2. Seven Aspects of Integrity - consider the property and how it applies to the seven aspects of
integrity including:
1. Location
• Where and why the property was created or why something happened
2. Design
• Organization of space, proportion, scale, technology, ornamentation and materials
3. Setting
• Character of the place where the property was built. Relationships between
buildings and its surroundings
4. Materials
• The physical elements that were combined during a particular period of time and
in a particular pattern or configuration
5. Workmanship
• Physical evidence of the crafts of a particular people during a particular period in
history
6. Feeling
• A property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a period of time
7. Association
• The direct link between an important event or person and the property.
3. Based on the above criteria and integrity, determine of the property is eligible to the
Steamboat Springs Register of Historic Places

VIII. CONSULTANT FINDING
An analysis of the significance of this building reveals that the property displays a high level of
physical integrity relative to the seven aspects of integrity as defined by the National Park Service
and the Colorado Historical Society – location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association.
The historic dwelling's integrity has not been diminished by the minimal work that has been done to
the property, such as the carport and gable roof covering, and window replacement.
As it relates to the local level of significance, the consultant believes it meets the criteria for 2 of the
3 categories:

_______________________________________________________________________________
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Historic Importance – The association with Light family, in particular F.M. Light’s son E Day
Light is particularly important. E Day Light, the youngest son of F.M. Light, bought the F.M. Light
& Sons store from his father with his older brothers Olin and Clarence. 5 generations and 122 years
later, the store is still part of the Light Family and legacy. E Day and Ruth Light lived in the house
until 1964.
Architectural Importance – According to Tyke Pierce grandson of Joel Anderson, Anderson and
prominent local carpenter/contractor Art E. Gumprecht built the Light/Nolte house with the
assistance of W.L. (Lloyd) Pierce. Anderson an accomplished stone mason and Gumprecht a prolific
craftsman and stonemason whose work together has greatly influenced the character of Steamboat
Springs. According to Tyke “Art would do the carpentry and structural work and Joel would do the
stucco and masonry work.” The timeline fits for Anderson and Gumprecht to work on the property,
as well as the signature convex mortar joints in the river rock, both materials Anderson was known
to do.
Additionally, the modified Tudor Revival style architecture is unique for the area and one of the last
remaining examples.
Based on this the consultant is in favor of approval to the local Steamboat Springs Register of
Historic Places.

IX.

MOTION

Possible Motions
The Historic Preservation Commission shall take one of the following actions by majority vote:
• Approve the proposed Historic Resource designation
• Recommend modifications to the application
• Deny the proposed Historic Resource designation
The Historic Preservation Commission can recommend approval of the proposed Historic
Resource Designation of the Light/Nolte house located at 351 8th Street to the Steamboat Springs
Register of Historic Places.
The Historic Preservation Commission can recommend approval with modifications of the
proposed Historic Resource Designation of the Light/Nolte house located at 351 8th Street to the
Steamboat Springs Register of Historic Places. Recommended modifications to include:

The Historic Preservation Commission can recommend denial of the proposed Historic Resource
Designation of the Light/Nolte house located at 351 8th Street to the Steamboat Springs Register of
Historic Places.

_______________________________________________________________________________
Department of Planning and Community Development
Staff Report

Page D3- 5

351 8th Street
HPC Hearing: 10/11/21
_____________________________________________________________________________________

X.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1:
STEAMBOAT SPRINGS HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION – APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC RESOURCE DESIGNATION – LIGHT/NOLTE HOUSE AT 351 8TH STREET

XI.

PHOTOS
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STEAMBOAT SPRINGS HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION
Property Identification
1. Address of Resource: 351 8th Street, Steamboat Springs
2. Legal Description of Property: Lots 1 and 2, Block 6, First Addition
Steamboat Springs, Routt County, Colorado
3. Historic Name: The Light Residence (1940-1964)
Current Name: The Nolte Residence (1987-present)
4. Historic Use: Residence
Present Use: Residence
Historical Data Summary
5. Year of Construction: 1940
Sources of Information: Routt County Assessor’s Records (attached)
Survey by Brian T. Kelly, 12/28/1992 and appraisal by James R. White 3/16/1993
6. Architect or Builder: Evidence suggests that the Masonry work was done by Joel Anderson in
partnership with Art Gumprecht. Joel Anderson’s sons or son-in-law, Lloyd Pierce, may also
have assisted with the masonry work and/or the interior finishing work.
Sources of Information:
x Previous owners: Zella Mae and Herschel Williams
x Neighbors: Pearl and Carol Stehley
x Tyke Pierce, descendent of Joel Anderson and Lloyd Pierce
x Tyke Pierce Construction Company History
x Arthur Gumprecht, “Master Builder of Routt County” by Arianthé Stettner, December
2007
7. Original Homeowners: Ruth and Emerson Day Light, youngest son of FM Light. A history of
property ownership is provided from 1913 to the present in Attachment 1.
Sources of Information:
x Routt County Assessor records
x Pearl and Carol Stehley
x Zella Mae and Herschel Williams
Photographs
8. Attach at least two (2) current 5x7 or larger photographs (black and white or color) showing
the views of the property from the public right-of-way(s) and any important features or
details. If available, attach copies of historic photographs of the structure. Attachment 3
9. Sketch Map - Attachment 4.1
Google Location Map – Attachment 4.2

Statement of Significance
10. Explain how the resource meets at least one criterion in one or more of the following
categories.
A. History: See Attachment 1
B. Architecture: See Attachment 2
C. Geography
Source Notes
11. Research Sources
x Application for Historic Resource Designation for Ira Stukey house by Robin Merrill
x Interview with Tyke Pierce July 28, 2021, by Linda Nolte
x FM Light & Sons/History pp 1-2 (http://fmlight&sons.com/history)
x Light, Frank M. (Jr) and Chapters of Life, Glimpses of Life: The Memoirs of Frank M.
Light, Gorham Printing, Centralia Washington, 2017
x Jamie Lynch, “How Steamboat Was in Those Early Days”- Interview with Marcellus
Merrill, Steamboat Pilot, date unknown
x Jan Kaminsky, “Photo of Light/Nolte House”, date unknown
x Merrill Auto Electric/History (http://merrillautoelectric.com/history)
x Obituary Emerson Day Light; Steamboat Pilot; September 5, 1963
(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/55874228/emerson-day-light)
x Obituary Ruth A. Light; Steamboat Pilot; September 4, 1986
(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/55874248/ruth-a-light)
x Tyke Pierce Construction Company History pp 6-11
(https://tykepierceconstruction.com-history)
x Tyke Pierce, “Letter of Nomination for Stanley L. Larson Award”, 2009
x Routt County Assessor Record Books (Book 7, Page 259; Book 68, Page 541; Book 61,
Page 227; Book 116, Page 228; Book 218, Page 97; Book 308, Page 145; Book 455, Page
353; Book 630, Page 517)
x Kalli Sanders, Tanna Brock, and Betty Dawnson, “Teaching in the Early 20th Century:
Interview with Zella Mae Williams”, Tread of Pioneers Museum, Three Wire Winter
Oral History and Magazine Collections, Steamboat Springs
x “Some People of Our Town: Joel Anderson”, Steamboat Pilot, February 23,1943 p 6
x “Some People of Our Town: Art Gumprecht”, Steamboat Pilot, December 26, 1940
x Arianthé Stettner, “Arthur E. Gumprecht, Master Builder of Routt County”, December
2007
x TWW Student Interview: Pearl Anderson (Oral History DV L1491.1 DVD Shelf 3 Track
2)
x “Well Known Man Takes Own Life While Despondent”, Steamboat Pilot, September
14,1923
Application Information
12. Owner: Linda Nolte
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 772162, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477
Telephone: 970 846-3925

13. Owner Consent to Designation:
I, the undersigned, acting as owner of the property described in this application for Historic
Resource designation do, hereby, give my consent to the designation of this structure as an
Historic Resource.
Signature: _________________________________
Printed Name: ______________________________
Date: ________________

Attachment 1 – History of Property
First Addition to Steamboat Springs, Lots 1 and 2, Block 6
History of Property Owners
1/21/1913 Steamboat Springs Company to George Merrill (WD)
George C. Merrill moved with his family to Steamboat Springs in 1904. Originally from
Nebraska, he worked in the banking business there with his father and was on the board of
directors of the National Bank which his father had organized in Steamboat Springs. He was an
active citizen of Steamboat Springs and was well known throughout Northwestern Colorado
through his long connection with farmer’s organizations, including the Routt County Farmer’s
Union1. He leased a ranch during WWI on Four Mile Hill. It was this cattle business that “went
broke”. According to his son, Marcellus, “Everybody seemed to have cattle and make a lot of
money during WWI and right afterwards, they lost their money.” He also started Empire Lumber
Company and had sawmills in Craig, Oak Creek (or Yampa) and Sarvis Creek2.
09/1/1917 to Almeda Merrill who then sold it to Mercantile Bank and Trust
2/7/1920 Carrie (Caroline) G. Merrill, wife of George C. Merrill acquired the property back
from Mercantile Bank and Trust
Caroline (Lester) Merrill, also known as Carrie G. Merrill, taught school in Nebraska but only
finished 2 years of college. She married George C. Merrill in 1900 and moved with her husband
to Steamboat Springs in 1904. The couple had 3 sons, Marcellus, Hollis, and Conrad. Mrs.
Merrill was actively involved with the family ranching business, family crops and the activities
of her sons. Carl Howelsen was a regular visitor to the Merrill household3. It is unclear if she was
an original member of the Ladies’ Recreation Club.
12/31/1920 Later that year, Carrie’s eldest son, Marcellus Merrill acquired the property from
his mother.
Throughout his boyhood, Marcellus Merrill actively worked in the ranching community, and
helped with snow shoveling, horse riding, and eventually ski jump building. He was among Carl
Howelsen’s first ski jump students and was an alpine skier as well. He and his brother Hollis
competed in Steamboat’s second and subsequent ski jump competitions. The Merrill family had
three ski jumps in their backyard on Crawford Hill, spent time at Carl Howelsen’s property
which also had a ski jump and skied with Carl on hills in town. Marcellus attended the
University of Colorado, studying engineering and graduating in 1923. He worked for General
Electric in New York from 1923-1928, and then returned to Colorado, where he started his
company, Merrill Engineering Laboratories. He partnered with his brother in an automotive
wheel and axle business in Denver in 1928. The firm grew into the automotive alignment firm
Merrill Axle & Wheel Service, which included three shops in Denver, and, before World War II,
1

Steamboat Pilot, September 14, 1923
How Steamboat Was in Those Early Days” by Jamie Lynch, p2
3
How Steamboat Was in Those Early Days” by Jamie Lynch, p4
2

had shops in Omaha, Des Moines, and California. Among his accomplishments was an
innovative method of wheel balancing. Merrill invented an electronic wheel balancer, which was
eventually adopted worldwide. Marcellus Merrill first implemented this electronic dynamic
wheel-balancing system in 1945. Prior to the development of this system, automobile wheels had
to be removed from the vehicle for static balancing (without rotating). Earlier, during World War
II, Merrill Engineering Laboratories designed and built precision high production machinery for
manufacturing rifle cleaners used by the U.S. Army, as well as airplane propeller and wheelbalancing machines. One of his inventions put his work in orbit. This was a dynamic balancing
device used by Ball Brothers Research Corporation to balance a spinning satellite unit. These
units are so sensitive that they can detect the effect of an air current from a waving hand.4
His inventions also included ski bindings and ski carriers. A skiing enthusiast, Merrill began
presenting the Merrill Trophy annually in 1940 at Steamboat Springs until his death in 1986.
“If Marcellus S. Merrill were not entitled to recognition as a noteworthy inventor, engineer,
manufacturer, and probably the nation's leading authority on certain aspects of automotive
technology, he would deserve it as a free-wheeling individualist, a member of the almost extinct
clan who face the world without compromise.”5
03/09/1939 Marcellus Merrill sold the land to Ruth Light, wife of Emerson Day Light (youngest
son of F.M. Light).
The house is believed to have been built in 1940 by the Lights.
12/12/1945 Ruth Light to E. Day Light and Ruth A. Light
Ruth (Smith Williams) Light was born in Evansville, Indiana on July 22, 1901. She came with
her family to Colorado at the age of 9. She attended the University of Northern Colorado’s
teaching college and moved to Routt County in 1923, where she taught at Steamboat Springs
High School for four years and was the head of the Commercial Department there. There, she
met Emerson Day Light (E. Day Light), youngest son of F. M. Light. They were married in
1927. They had 2 children, a son, Kneeland, and a daughter, Donna (Struble). She was a member
of Holy Name Catholic Church, Alter Society, Lady Lions, LRC and sang in the Sun City
chorus.6
They resided in the home until 1963. Following Day’s unexpected death in 1963, Ruth moved to
Sun City, Arizona. Mrs. Light died on August 26, 1986.
Emerson Day Light, (Day) the youngest son of F. M. Light, came to Steamboat Springs with his
family when he was 11 months old. He attended school in Steamboat Springs and thereafter
joined the family business. He also helped raise Great Danes with his family. He ultimately
purchased the F.M. Light & Sons store from his father with his brothers, Olin and Clarence. Mr.
Light was an enthusiastic hunter and fisherman. He was considered a prominent Steamboat
4

Merrill Auto and Electric/History, p1 (merrillautoelectric.com/history)
Merrill Auto and Electric/History, p1 (merrillautoelectric.com/history)
6
Obituary Ruth Light, Steamboat Pilot, September 4, 1986
5

Springs businessman. He was actively involved with the Steamboat business community and its
development. He was well known throughout Colorado and Wyoming as he spent much time on
the road for the store. He was a member of the Catholic church, the Knights of Columbus, Lions
Club, Jeep Club, State Chamber of Commerce and Steamboat Springs Chamber of Commerce.7
05/10/62 Grantor: E. Day Light to Grantee: Ruth A. Light
Ruth Light sold the house to Herschel and Zella Mae Williams on August 28, 1964.
Zella Mae Williams was born on June 15, 1908. She married Herschel J. Williams on
05/12/1934. She taught school for 36 years, 26 years in Routt County, retiring in 1972. The
Williams moved to Steamboat Springs in 1946 and had two daughters, Barbara Ann (Finch) and
Neda May (Herman). Besides her teaching career, Zella Mae was known for her seamstress work
throughout town8.
Herschel J. Williams worked in the mines. He was originally from Owensboro, Kentucky. He
met Zella Mae in Louisville, Kentucky where either he or his family had a farm. He was quite an
avid gardener, hunter, and handyman. He spent much of his time creating a myriad of
innovations for daily use. Herschel raised bees and sold honey and was known around Routt
County as “the honey man”.
The Williams resided in the home for 21 years. They then sold the property to Dr. Linda Nolte on
October 16, 1987.
Linda Nolte is the current owner and resident of the property. She is a Licensed Clinical
Psychologist and School Psychologist and has provided psychological services to the Yampa
Valley since 1985.

7

Obituary Emerson Day Light, Steamboat Pilot, September 5, 1963
Kalli Sanders, Tanna Brock, and Betty Dawnson, “Teaching in the Early 20th Century: Interview with Zella Mae
Williams”, Tread of Pioneer Museum, Three Wire Winter Oral History and Magazine Collections
8

Attachment 2
Architectural Significance of 351 8th Street, Steamboat Springs
Statement of Significance
History
“James Crawford settled in Steamboat Springs with his family in 1874. Recognizing the potential
of the area, Crawford with investors from Boulder, created the Steamboat Springs Town Site
Company to promote the attractions and lay out the initial town grid. Soon thereafter, Steamboat
Springs boasted stores, churches, a bank, businesses, and residences. Most of the homes were
built north of Lincoln Avenue on Oak and Pine Streets”9.
Francis Marion (F.M.) Light brought his family to Steamboat Springs in 1905. Upon his arrival
in April 1905, the Routt County Sentinel published this descriptor: “Mr. Light is one of the most
progressive men that has struck the town for a longtime and he will certainly make a big success
in business”10 Noticing the town lacked a men’s clothing store, he bought a lot downtown, and
with his two eldest sons Olin and Clarence, opened F. M. Light & Sons seven months later. A 5th
generation of Lights runs the store today. “Throughout the history of F. M. Light and Sons, each
generation has worked hard to further the legacy. The idea of a ‘traveling store’ first took shape
to do just that. When the railroad came to Steamboat, F. M. Light packed up his wagon with
goods and went to the workers and eventually the ranches and farms as well. Not long after, his
sons Olin and Clarence were alternating weeks on the road, traveling as far north as Jackson
Hole, Wyoming, west to the Utah border and south to Aspen.”11 The Light family’s contributions
to the further development of the town were innumerable.
The town continued to grow becoming “the market hub of the region”. Gold and coal mining
attracted miners to the area. The many natural mineral and thermal springs also attracted new
residents and tourists. Investments in roads, hotels, the train depot and businesses along Lincoln
Avenue continued and in 1914, the Transcontinental Victory Highway came through Routt
County, adding substantially to the region’s growth.12
“While national feelings were that of uncertainty because of the Great Depression, locally in
1936”, as reported in the Steamboat Pilot, “feelings were optimistic that the depression would be
lifting. This hopeful mood was reflected in the construction of new commercial buildings along
Lincoln Avenue and new residences for the business owners”. During this time-period, “early
residential development spilled over Pine Street to the north in the “First Addition” to the
original town, comprised of lots facing onto numbered streets of Third through Ninth Streets.13”
The Light/Nolte House represents this early expansion of the original town’s boundaries. It is
situated in this First Addition fronting 8th Street in the heart of the present residential old town
district.
“In the rural western frontier, few buildings were designed by architects. As late as the last
quarter of the 1800s and the early 1900s buildings were erected using locally available materials
9

Local Register Nomination, Luekens House
Routt County Sentinel, April 1905
11
F.M. Light & Sons Webpage, History, pages 1-2
12
Arianthé Stettner, “Arthur Gumprecht, Master Builder”, December 2007
13
Historic Preservation Guidelines, page 14
10

to create simple shelters or structures”14. Builders Arthur Gumprecht and Joel Anderson were
actively involved with these new building projects.15
Joel Anderson was born in Sweden on September 7, 1982. He immigrated with his elder brother
Alex in 1912. He moved to Routt County, Colorado shortly thereafter, seeking a drier climate,
after coming down with Malaria in Texas. Anderson initially worked in the sawmills but soon
started doing masonry work. He met Pearl Ohman in 1917 and married her on July 26, 1917.
They had 7 children.
Anderson began building with Carl Howelsen and they became business associates around this
same time (1916-1917). They worked together on numerous projects until 1924 when Anderson
started his own business. He did concrete and masonry work in seven neighboring counties. All
river cobble used was hand split with a hammer and chisel. His sons and son-in-law worked with
him16.
In his 2009 nomination of Joel Anderson for the Stanley L. Larson Award, Tyke Pierce
(Anderson’s grandson) described his grandfather as “an accomplished stone mason”. “He laid
the stone in the original heart pool and around the swimming pool, the cobble stonework at the
rodeo grounds, including the ticket booths, and he was commissioned and paid to install and
maintain the stonework around all of the mineral springs. There are countless buildings in
Northwest Colorado that he laid the stone or did the stucco and plaster work on”.17 Some of his
other notable projects included the Solandt Memorial Hospital, the Old Fisherie, the back of the
Cantina (now Besamé), the Zimmerman Abstract Title building, the City Park cabin
improvements, Rex Gill’s House, and the Depot Railroad improvements.
“Joel had some unique finishes that he originated (the use of) in this area. He created a convex
mortar joint making the joint look similar to a rope and had some special tools made by a local
blacksmith for the installation.”18 The Light/Nolte House is one of the few examples prominently
displaying this joint finishing style.
Anderson partnered with Arthur (Art) Gumprecht on many projects, including numerous
businesses and houses in downtown Steamboat. “Joel knew how to split river cobble and with
river rock readily available in the Yampa River, Gumprecht and Anderson together built many of
the river cobble houses, garages and small river rock structures throughout the original part of
town, including the Fish Hatchery and Gumprecht’s own house.”19 According to Tyke Pierce,
when working together, “Art would due the carpentry and structural work and Joel would do the
stucco and masonry work. Tyke’s father, Lloyd Pierce, often did the finishing woodwork on
many of Art and/or Joel’s projects”20. Arianthé Stettner suggested in her research that “These
river rock structures are unique to Steamboat Springs, constitute “a defining feature of the

14

Arianthé Stettner, “Arthur E Gumprecht, Master Builder, A Research Paper”, December 2007
Arianthé Stettner, “Arthur E Gumprecht, Master Builder, A Research Paper”, December 2007
16
Tyke Pierce Construction/History p 7
17
Tyke Pierce Construction/History p 7
18
Tyke Pierce Construction/History p 7
19
Tyke Pierce interview by Arianthé Stettner, Steamboat Springs, CO, November 28, 2007
20
Tyke Pierce Interview by Linda Nolte, Steamboat Springs, CO August 2021
15

original historic town” and “are some of Steamboat Springs’ most character defining historic
assets”. 21
Tyke Pierce also stated that “Joel and Art did most of the construction work for the Light
family”.22 This historic note, in addition to the rope mortar used on the Light/Nolte House
suggests strongly that his grandfather was involved in the construction of the house. It is unclear
whether Gumprecht or Lloyd Pierce did the (finishing/interior) woodworking on the Light/Nolte
House.
Arthur Gumprecht was born in Germany on April 12, 1882. He came to Routt County with his
brother around 1910, initially living and working in Hayden. Routt County, Colorado was
sparsely settled in 1910 when Art came to town. The town was small but had a bright future with
the arrival of the Railroad in 1909. “Gumprecht a builder and carpenter, had both the skills and
eagerness to participate in the region’s growing economy, and over the years, he did so. He
didn’t just build wood framed buildings. Because he worked in a wide variety of materials
throughout his career, it appears that he was a master builder, able to take on most kinds of
carpentry”23. According to the research of Stettner, “Arthur Gumprecht may be considered Routt
County’s master builder throughout the first half of the 20th century”24.
In 1914, Gumprecht moved to Steamboat Springs. He married his second wife, Mable Gibbs, in
1915. He built a home and workshop on Yampa Street in 1916, framed by large cottonwood trees
and faced with river rocks in the style that became his trademark. Records show that he worked
in Construction throughout the summer and made cabinets, doors, frames, and furniture in his
workshop during Winter months. He and his wife also grew a vegetable and flower garden that
“was written up every summer as ‘an oasis of beauty and tranquility in the middle of town’.”25
As previously cited, he collaborated with Carl Howelsen on buildings faced with quarried stone
and with Joel Anderson on buildings that used the native river cobble. “Gumprecht’s attention to
detail in his finish carpentry was evident from the elegance of the buildings’ interiors. And he
did it all with hand tools.” Some of his more noteworthy projects included the original Routt
County National Bank, the Mesa School House, the Furlong Building, the Chief Theater, the
Chevrolet Garage, the Zimmerman Abstract, W-B Electric, F.E. Daugherty, Hooper Hospital,
Monson Service Station, and the J. A. Brobeck’s residence.26
He built bridges for the County, and once built a fence of ten-foot cedar posts around the
baseball diamond (probably to keep the elk out).
Gumprecht resided in Routt County for many years. He reportedly walked everywhere, usually
without a coat. He enjoyed fishing. “He was active in community affairs and was elected
numerous times to the Steamboat Town Council serving throughout the Great Depression from
21

Arianthé Stettner, “Arthur E Gumprecht, Master Builder, A Research Paper”, p 13, December 2007
Tyke Pierce Interview by Linda Nolte, Steamboat Springs, CO, August 2021
23
Arianthé Stettner, “Arthur E Gumprecht, Master Builder, A Research Paper”, p1, December 2007
24
Tom Ross, “Appreciate a Work of Art”, Steamboat Pilot, August 23, 2008
(https: www.steamboatpilot.com/news/2008/aug/23/tom_ross_appreciate_work_art/)
25
“Some People of Our Town: Art Gumprecht”, Steamboat Pilot, December 26, 1940
26
“Some People of Our Town: Art Gumprecht”, Steamboat Pilot, December 26, 1940
22

1929-1944. He was a member of the Enterprise Club (early version of Chamber of Commerce),
an officer of the Steamboat Springs Ski Club and served on board of directors of the Health and
Recreation Center, (the nonprofit owner/operator of the natural hot springs downtown)”.27
During the last three decades of his building career, it appears that he mainly built houses (at
least 30 homes in Routt County) and was actively engaged in cabinet work until a few days
before his death in 1959. “He was a craftsman whose building and carpentry skills influenced the
character of built environment of Steamboat Springs and Routt County in the first half of the
Twentieth Century”.28
Those who own his buildings and cabinetry take pride in being stewards of his work29.
W. L. (Lloyd) Pierce came to Steamboat Springs with a cousin in 1936. He married Ruth
Anderson, Joel Anderson’s daughter, in 1938. They had four children. He and his wife originally
started the Anchor Motel, Anchor Building Supply and W. L. Pierce Construction. He operated
his general contracting business in Steamboat for over 50 years and then helped his son with his
business until his death in 1995. According to his son, Tyke Pierce, “It’s hard to imagine the
number of projects he completed in Northwest Colorado”. “In 1959, he built Steamboat’s first
condominium building for Dorothy Wither. Gene Sternberg was the architect. This building is
still located at the top of Crawford Hill on 11th street with a great view of the 90-meter ski jump
on Howelsen Hill.” “In 1963, Lloyd’s company, built Steamboat Springs a new reservoir which
held 5 million gallons of water, and because it was built 100 feet higher than the old one, greatly
improved the water pressure in town.” In 1990, Pierce and his sons “counted all of the buildings
on the main street in Steamboat Springs. There were only two that they had not built, remodeled
or altered at some point in time”. Other notable local projects included “the courthouse annex, an
addition to the Yampa Valley Electric Building, the Routt County National Bank at 3rd Street and
Lincoln and the R&B market”. Pierce’s company completed a number of “banks, schools,
hospitals, municipal water systems, utility buildings and new residences” across “a five-county
area”30.
“Lloyd was a community man. He served on the Steamboat Springs City Council for two terms
in the seventies. He was a member of the Kiwanis Club, a lifetime member of VFW, where he
served in the capacity of Commander for several years. He and Ruth dearly loved this valley and
provided a lot of community support”31.
Architectural Description
Located in the heart of the residential old town neighborhood directly north of the main
commercial historic district along Lincoln Avenue, the Light/Nolte House is a significant
building for the community of Steamboat Springs. The house is located on a typical residential
lot flanked by the alley and 8 Street, and on the corners of 8 and Aspen Streets. Soda Creek
th
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Elementary School lies one block north and Crawford hill is two blocks northwest of the
residence.
Original Structure - Contributing
The house, fronting 8th street, embodies several prominent styles typical of Steamboat
Springs early1900's development. Following the western lot allotment traditions, the site is a
long, double sized rectangular lot, running from 8th street to the alley. The house is set back
from the road and includes a landscaped front yard and sidewalk. The primary entry faces 8th
street and is elevated from the ground level by a short set of stairs. Driveway access is located on
the secondary street, Aspen. Large mature Spruce trees, a signature aspect of the character of the
neighborhood, help to define the property.
The historic nature of the building extends beyond the site to the physical features of the house.
The house includes a basement space. The foundation walls are constructed from cast in place
concrete that extend approximately two feet above grade at the east side of the house and are
fully exposed on the west side of the house. The visible stem walls are coated in plaster and
ornamented by a decorative concrete sill where they meet the framed wall base. This sill creates
a datum around the extent of the building, separating stucco from stone siding. It also defines the
lower boundary for the river rock siding. The framed walls of the Light/Nolte residence are sided
with river rock masonry and are particularly unique with rope-like joints surrounding the rocks.
This style is a signature craft of the early masonry by Joel Anderson. Few other examples of this
masonry style remain intact in the downtown area.
The house has multiple window sizes and styles. The small and medium sized windows are a
mix of sashed and fixed single pane windows with a rectangular muntin and mullion pattern.
Storm windows were once present on many of these windows. Their frames continue to be
evident. Original storm windows are present on three of the south-facing windows. Windows on
the south side are also a mix of sashed and fixed single panes with a rectangular muntin and
mullion pattern. Their sizes are mixed. There are five large picture windows on the north, east
and west sides of the residence. Fixed rectangular basement windows are present in the above
grade foundation wall on all four sides of the residence.
The primary style of the east and west facades resembles the popular Tudor Style of the early
1900s with front facing gables, decorative half-timbering, and river rock sheathing along with
the steeply pitched roofs. This characteristic is commonly found in the neighborhoods’ older
houses for functional and stylistic reasons.
The north side of the house faces Aspen Street. This street facing facade is defined by a
secondary entry into the house and a large stone chimney. The entry consists of a garage opening
which is connected to the basement level. There is also a second-floor entry door above the
garage. This entrance is proud of the primary facade and is flanked by a porch above the garage
entrance, creating a unique and distinct feature of the house. Constructed as a bay style door, the
entrance has wood siding and trim with tall, fixed windows boarding each side of the door.
The south elevation faces the neighboring property and is only visible when walking between the
two houses. The materiality of the facade follows the same pattern as the rest of the house;
concrete stem wall at the top of the basement level and stone siding above until the wall meets

the roof. The windows on this facade are either small and tucked closely to the roof or medium
in size. These windows all provide lighting for the more private areas of the house including the
bedroom as well as the bathrooms.
In addition to the historic nature and the quality of craft on the exterior, the interior also displays
significant characteristics of 1940's Mediterranean revival style (Attachment 5 - Photos). These
unique time-specific features include:
x The swirled textured plaster wall finish (picture attached)
x The original oak woodworking on floors, windows, and baseboards (picture attached)
x The fireplace mantel (picture attached)
x Styled brick fireplace
x The paned windows (picture attached)
x The peeked arched entries (picture attached
x The alter enclaves (picture attached)
x The laundry chute
x The original light fixtures (pictures attached)
x The coal storage room
x The antique coal burner
x The built-in kitchen cabinets
x The built-in ironing board
x Built in pantry accessories including flour grinder and can opener,
x Original doors and hardware
x The wall-framed and bathroom mirrors
x The freestanding river rock barbeque located on the westside of the property
Additionally, the walls of one upstairs bedroom display a mural painted by local artist Chula
Walker Beauregard. This 4-walled mural was painted in 2003 and is initialed (Attachment 6).
Carport – Non-contributing
A carport, which runs the length of the western facade, was added to the house approximately 25
years after the original construction. This structure is composed of metal circular posts,
and typical wood roof construction of wood joists, beams, sheathing and roofing material. The
carport has a slightly pitched roof. The roofing has been upgraded recently.
Aspen Street Entry Vestibule Overhang - Non-contributing
Also added approximately 25 years after construction is a roof extension that covers the steps
and porch leading up to the Aspen Street entrance. The roofing is steeply pitched, wood
construction with a metal roof. The structure is supported by a mix of round metal posts and
wood posts. The roof is tied into the original structure.

Attachment 3
Exterior Photos
Photos 1 and 2: 351 8th Street, East side and West side facing alley
Photo 1 shows the original stairs and iron railing
Photo 3: Aspen Street facing image, North side
Photo 4: 8th Street entrance along with structure on Northeast
corner of 8th and Aspen Streets (currently owned by Robert Kuusinen)

Attachment 4
4.1 Sketch Map and 4.2 Location Map

4.1 Photo 5: Sketch Map
4.2 Photo 6: Google Map

Attachment 5
Historic Interior Features
5.1 Photo of Mantel, Styled Brick Fireplace, Alter Enclave, Textured Walls, Original Lighting,
Original Wood-framed Paned Window
5.2 Photo of Peek-Arched Entry, Original Wood Flooring, Original Window and Door Framing,
Specially Designed Window, Original Door and Hardware

Attachment 6
Murals by Artist Chula Walker Beauregard 2003
Wall 1 of 4

Original Lighting

Wall 2 of 4

Attachment 7
Residential Property Appraisal Records

